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Los Angeles County "Open Streets" Program 

 

Across the nation, cities have begun hosting "open streets" events, which 

seek to close down streets to vehicular traffic so that residents can gather, 

exercise, and participate in pedestrian, bicycling, skating and other related 

activities. 

 
These events are modeled after the "Ciclovias" started in Bogota, 

Colombia over thirty years ago in response to congestion and pollution in 

the city. 

 
In 2010, Los Angeles held its first "open streets" event, called CicLAvia. 

 
After six very successful events, CicLAvia has become a signature event 

for the Los Angeles region. 

 
With over 100,000 in attendance at each event, CicLAvia continues to 

successfully bring participants of all demographics out to the streets. 

 
This event offers LA County residents an opportunity to experience active 

transportation in a safe and more protected environment, and familiarizes 

them with MTA transit options and destinations along routes that can be 

accessed without an automobile. 

 
The event also takes thousands of cars off the streets, thereby decreasing 

carbon emissions. 

 

Bicycling, as a mode share, has increased dramatically within LA County in 

the last years, boosted largely by the awareness brought about by these 

"open streets" programs. 

 
Over the past decade, LA County has seen a 90% increase in all bicycle 

trips. 
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In response to this growing demand, many local jurisdictions have begun 

implementing robust bike infrastructure and operational programs that 

enhance the safety and convenience of bicycling as a mode of travel. 

 
Seeing the success of CicLAvia in Los Angeles, these jurisdictions have 

expressed a desire to pursue their own "open streets" events to increase 

awareness for active transportation and reduced reliance on the private 

automobile. 

 

MTA should partner alongside a regional "open streets" type program in 

order to coordinate, assist, and promote transit related options. 

 
These events will become a significant contributor to MTA's overall 

strategy to increase mobility and expand multi-modal infrastructure 

throughout the region. 

 
They will also promote first-mile/last-mile solutions and fulfill the 

Sustainable Communities Strategy Plan, as proposed by the Southern 

California Association of Governments. 

 
WE THEREFORE MOVE THAT the MTA Board of Directors direct the 

CEO to use the following framework in order to create an "open streets" 

program: 

 

1.  Identify an eligible source of funds to allocate annually up to $2 

million to support the planning, coordination, promotion and other 

related organizational costs. 

 
2. Report back at the September 2013 Board meeting a recommended 

competitive process and program, working with the County Council 

of Governments and other interested cities, to implement and fund a 

series of regional "open streets" events throughout Los Angeles 

County. 

 

3. Develop a technical process to collect data and evaluate the cost 

and benefits (e.g. transit use increases, reduction of air emissions, 

etc.) of these events. 
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