
October 18, 2024 

 

To Adhoc Committee For LA28, 

 

Founded in 2008, WeTap is a 501©3 nonprofit committed to increasing awareness, access and use of 

public water and drinking fountains/hydration stations to help improve public health, minimize the 

severe social and economic disparities, and reduce our dependence on single-use plastic to protect the 

environment and public health. 

 

Over the years, WeTap.org has partnered with dozens of public agencies and community groups, 

including Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP), the Los Angeles Unified School 

District (LAUSD), and the California State Water Resources Control Board, to further the goals of 

increasing awareness and confidence in our public drinking water supply.  WeTap developed the 

‘WeTap App’ to map and help residents and visitors locate community drinking fountains and 

hydration stations.  WeTap pioneered the Los Angeles and CA State legislated “Tap Water Day” 

campaigns to celebrate publicly provided drinking water. We robustly support the placement and 

maintenance of drinking fountains and filling stations in schools, parks, and public spaces as normal for 

everyone.  WeTap partnered with the City of Los Angeles in the 2019 LA Sustainability pLAn 

(http://plan.lamayor.org/partner).  Mayor Garcetti gave the City of LA 200 new fountains and now we 

are aiming for 2028 fountains and hydration stations for the 2028 Olympics #2028for2028.  We can 

outshine Paris! 

 

WeTap.org received funding from the Annenberg Foundation, LADWP Community Partnership Grants, 

and a few others but mostly we have survived with our grit.  Now we are in a fast lane to the 2028 

Olympics, and we are respectfully requesting your financial support, partnerships and collaboration.  

 

 

  

 

 

https://www.wetap.org/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/wetap-drinking-fountain-finder/id903424762
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SCR55/id/2823031
http://plan.lamayor.org/partner


THE WETAP APP 

 

 

 

The WeTap Drinking Fountain Finder App puts the locations of clean drinking water into the hands of 

everyone and can provide water quality information at the fingertips of residents and visitors with 

customization.  With site specific data and information about water access, the WeTap App makes 

drinking water more accessible to all of our communities and bridges the gaps with communication. 

The WeTap App helps build public confidence in our water supplies and demonstrates the generosity of 

spirit from public utilities.  When more people have better access to hydration stations, where they can 

refill reusable water canteens for free, and our dependence on single use plastic waste is reduced! 

 

 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/wetap-drinking-fountain-finder/id903424762


#2028FOR2028 

 

 

 

 

WeTap.org - Investing in the Future of Los Angeles 
 

Looking towards the future and with the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics fast approaching, WeTap is 

helping to systematically organize our publicly supplied drinking water success.  We can outshine Paris 

with publicly provided services that are easy for the public and visitors to find - #2028for2028.  

 

WeTap addresses the social, environmental, economic, public health and education necessary to support 

the appreciation and use of our PUBLIC DRINKING WATER which helps residence of disadvantaged 

communities grow and thrive by eliminating the costly burden of single use plastic water bottles while 

improving public health and protecting our environment for everyone.  

 

We seek your collaboration and support for WeTap’s existing programs including the WeTap App, Tap 

Water Day, and #2028for2028 so that California will emerge as a leader on the world stage for the 

upcoming World Cup and 2028 Olympics. 



CALIFORNIA CELEBRATES TAP WATER DAY! 

 

 

 
 

On May 7, 2015, the City of Los Angeles, under the leadership of Mayor Eric Garcetti, celebrated the 

nation’s first Tap Water Day to promote public drinking water and the promotion and installation of 

hydration stations/drinking fountains across California to reduce single use plastic waste and improve 

pubic health and wellbeing. 

 

In 2023, the California Legislature unanimously passed the Resolution for the State (Senate Concurrent 

Resolution 55) which establishes the first Thursday in May as “Tap Water Day” in the State of 

California.  As stated by Senator Anthony J. Portantino, “Clean drinking water is a basic human right 

and it’s important to make it more accessible for our communities…Organizations like WeTap are 

doing the critical advocacy work to expand access to clean tap water and I appreciate their support on 

this resolution.” 

https://www.ladwpnews.com/mayor-garcetti-and-ladwp-celebrate-tap-water-day-with-tours-of-los-angeles-aqueduct-filtration-plant/
https://sd25.senate.ca.gov/news/2023-05-08/senator-portantino-introduces-resolution-establish-tap-water-day-california


 

 





ACCURATE AND DYNAMIC WATER QUALITY 

INFORMATION NEEDS TO  

ALWAYS BE ACCESSIBLE TO EVERYONE 

 

 

 

 

WeTap.org is partnered with the CA Resources Control Boards’ CA Water Quality Monitoring Council 

(CAWQMC) for the Safe to Drink Workgroup to help improve our drinking water narrative.  This is the 

only drinking water website for the State of California. MyWaterQuality.ca.gov could be a more vital 

source of coordinated and relevant information for the public throughout the state, including in Los 

Angeles, particularly when the world descends on our state for these world class athletic games.  

 

Under the CAWQMC, this is a legislated mandate, in the Governor’s Resiliency Plan, and yet 

underfunded. Data and information sharing has evolved since the inception of this requirement and yet 

WeTap.org has been rising to the challenge to help this very important drinking water website.  

https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/index2.html
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/drinking_water_workgroup/
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/safe_to_drink/


 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

 

 

Expanding community outreach in positive, unique and creative ways, is essential.  We need to: 

 

CONNECT with the residents citywide and statewide. 

ENGAGE with targeted communities. 

FOCUS messaging to reach specific communities. 

SHARE water quality expertise and context. 

EMPOWER communities and individuals to solve challenges.  

PROMOTE city wide goals and visions.  

INFORM everyone about publicly suppled drinking water and its benefits. 

EDUCATE students with information that matters.  

 

WeTap successfully advocated for LAUSD’s public fountains which are now maintained at very high 

standards, with their $50,000,000+ investments in their units.  WeTap collaborated with some schools 

to educate youth about the quality of public drinking water and to “SAY NO” to disposable plastic 

water bottles, increasing funding for filling stations in schools, parks and other public places.  WeTap is 

now seeking to increase the messaging to students across California with new educational curriculum 

and inspiring programs including WeTap’s “Waterfall of Art”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwmAJOI1MDg


 

EDUCATION IS POWER: 

CREATIVE PROJECTS COMMUNICATE 

MESSAGES MOST EFFECTIVELY  

WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



October 2024 Special Board Meeting/Olympics Public Comments – Item 7 

  
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:10 PM 
To: Board Clerk <BoardClerk@metro.net> 
Subject: ITEM NEEDS MORE CONSIDERATION for Agenda Item #7 of Special Board Meeting/Ad Hoc 2028 
Olympic & Paralympic Games Committee 
 
Dear Chair Hahn and Committee Members, 
I'm a transit advocate from Chino Hills. I am writing today on Agenda Item #7. I believe the 
item needs more consideration. I use Metro personally for appointments and events in Los 
Angeles (e.g., L.A. Pride in the Park, Dodgers Pride Night). I promote Metro use on social 
media as a viable alternate to driving. Metrolink and local transit outside L.A. County are 
impractical for me. I wish that was not the case. TAP and its technology are ahead of what 
my county offers for local transit. I regularly advocate to my local transportation authority 
(SBCTA), local transit provider (Omnitrans), and Metrolink to integrate into the TAP system. 
I advocate the committee to work with nearby county transportation authorities to extend 
the TAP system for local transit outside Los Angeles County. I also recommend 
coordinating with fellow board members on Metrolink to simplify, update, and expand the 
transfer policy. Most local transit and Metrolink riders in the region experience inconsistent 
transfer policies (see below for examples). Except for Metro Bus and Rail, Metrolink passes 
and tickets are generally not useful for local transit except to and from a Metrolink station 
(see below).  
I also put forward transforming the Countywide and Freight TDM and Universal Basic 
Mobility programs into regional projects with nearby county transportation authorities. 
Many local transit riders outside L.A. County miss out on the benefits that TAP offer: stored 
value to pay-per-ride, fare capping (on Metro), the flexibility of using an app or a physical 
card and eventually a contactless debit or credit card, and multiple locations to buy 
passes and refill store value accounts for TAP cards. TAP has the potential to serve local 
transit in neighboring counties and Metrolink, according to SCAG (see below). The 
Olympics and Paralympics are excellent opportunities for state and federal funding on 
that. It's disappointing our region lacks something like Clipper Card in the San Francisco 
Bay Area and OMNY in the New York City Area.  
 
Let's expand TAP to local transit in Southern California and make it easier to ride across the 
region!  
 
Sincerely,  

 

  
 
Sources and Examples 
SCAG Universal Fare System - https://scagitsarchitecture.org/projdetail.htm?id=75 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscagitsarchitecture.org%2Fprojdetail.htm%3Fid%3D75&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706364798%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pd2nHnTkIJmufjyrPdOc0ZcX6bzh8zzXPGxwvAQXKLc%3D&reserved=0


OCBus Transfer Policy - https://www.octa.net/getting-around/bus/oc-bus/routes-and-
schedules/connections-and-transfers/ 
Omnitrans transfer policy - https://omnitrans.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Accepted-
Fare-Media.pdf 
Riverside Transit Agency (RTA) transfer policy - 
https://www.riversidetransit.com/index.php/fares-a-passes/fares-a-
passes?highlight=WyJ0cmFuc2ZlciJd 
Foothill Transit transfers- https://www.foothilltransit.org/transfers 
Metrolink transit connections - https://metrolinktrains.com/rider-info/general-info/transit-
connections/ 
 
 
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.octa.net%2Fgetting-around%2Fbus%2Foc-bus%2Froutes-and-schedules%2Fconnections-and-transfers%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706387562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=koUw%2Fulp8NykspxrP5tPk96EICMB08dg8%2FFnYv7smPI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.octa.net%2Fgetting-around%2Fbus%2Foc-bus%2Froutes-and-schedules%2Fconnections-and-transfers%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706387562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=koUw%2Fulp8NykspxrP5tPk96EICMB08dg8%2FFnYv7smPI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomnitrans.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F05%2FAccepted-Fare-Media.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706399787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BiSS1NAwGAR3fsLZnjwCgs2hp7RiBoiX0vPIJxsu8rY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomnitrans.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F05%2FAccepted-Fare-Media.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706399787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BiSS1NAwGAR3fsLZnjwCgs2hp7RiBoiX0vPIJxsu8rY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.riversidetransit.com%2Findex.php%2Ffares-a-passes%2Ffares-a-passes%3Fhighlight%3DWyJ0cmFuc2ZlciJd&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706412626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2xsifjxmJntONzjpwz4lygkeihJQxY51LaJUXCGcxfk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.riversidetransit.com%2Findex.php%2Ffares-a-passes%2Ffares-a-passes%3Fhighlight%3DWyJ0cmFuc2ZlciJd&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706412626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2xsifjxmJntONzjpwz4lygkeihJQxY51LaJUXCGcxfk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foothilltransit.org%2Ftransfers&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706424784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ImiptLfbqt0PGUBuktL9xp3UyodBtfeuO0ghW61shQY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmetrolinktrains.com%2Frider-info%2Fgeneral-info%2Ftransit-connections%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706441115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mcwzSwIA9ZW006MOAtJN71HgR0Wk40KuwyLWzcZjEas%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmetrolinktrains.com%2Frider-info%2Fgeneral-info%2Ftransit-connections%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBoardClerk%40metro.net%7Ceb334b61054341ab69fd08dcf2e64d8b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C638652319706441115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mcwzSwIA9ZW006MOAtJN71HgR0Wk40KuwyLWzcZjEas%3D&reserved=0
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