
ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

2016 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM for the 114th CONGRESS 
 

GOAL #1: WORK TO PURSUE LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES THAT PROMOTE THE 
AMERICA FAST FORWARD PROGRAM  
 
Proposed Activities:  
 
Seek to adopt language in any tax reform legislation that would create an America Fast 
Forward Transportation Bond Program.  Specifically, the America Fast Forward 
Transportation Bonds would provide a significant interest rate subsidy for worthwhile 
transportation projects in Los Angeles County and across the nation. As part of the 
America Fast Forward initiative we will also seek to reform federal law with respect to 
local hire regulations. Our agency’s local hire initiative would, if enacted into federal law, 
permit transportation agencies to hire locally, provided their share exceeds 50% of a 
project’s total cost. 
 
GOAL #2:  WORK TO ADVANCE THE REGIONAL CONNECTOR AND THE 
WESTSIDE EXTENSION – THROUGH THE FEDERAL NEW STARTS PROGRAM 
AND TIFIA LOAN PROCESS AND ADVANCE OUR NON-NEW STARTS PROJECTS 
– GOLD LINE FOOTHILL EXTENSION AND CRENSHAW/LAX 
 
Proposed Activities:  
 
Work with our Congressional Delegation, transportation leaders in the House and 
Senate and the U.S. Department of Transportation to ensure the free flow of funds from 
Full Funding Grant Agreements and TIFIA loans for both the Regional Connector and 
the Westside Subway Extension. Parallel to this effort and as previously directed by our 
Board of Directors, we will continue to support seeking non-New Starts funds for the 
Gold Line Foothill Extension and Crenshaw/LAX transit projects.  In addition, we will 
work to ensure that the Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, 
among other federal agencies, continue to work cooperatively with our agency on 
issues related to bringing a rail connection to LAX. 
 
GOAL #3:  PURSUE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES AS CONGRESS ACTS TO 
AUTHORIZE A NEW SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BILL PRIOR TO THE 
EXPIRATION OF MAP-21 ON NOVEMBER 20, 2015 
 
Proposed Activities:  
 
In order to increase the amount of programmatic and project funds derived by our 
agency through MAP-21, Government Relations has worked to advance funding and 
programmatic priorities in the new surface transportation authorization bills currently 
being considered by the U.S. Congress.  The surface transportation authorization bills 
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adopted by the Senate and House, on July 20, 2015 and November 5, 2015 
respectively, will be subject to a conference where we will work directly with conferees 
to ensure that provisions in the bill that benefit our agency are safeguarded and 
provisions that harm our agency’s interests are deleted or modified. 
 
As the new bill is ultimately instituted by the U.S. Department of Transportation we will 
continue to work cooperatively with local governments, local transit agencies, 
community leaders, business owners, organizations, trade associations like the 
American Public Transportation Association, transit rider groups, as well as with other 
transportation agencies throughout the United States to secure funding for 
transportation projects and operations in Los Angeles County.  
 

GOAL #4:  CONTINUE TO WORK WITH METROLINK AND REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION AGENCIES TO SUPPORT – AS NEEDED - THE APPLICATION 
OF FEDERAL FUNDS FOR POSITIVE TRAIN CONTROL (PTC) TO SIGNIFICANTLY 
IMPROVE THE SAFETY OF COMMUTER RAIL SERVICE IN LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY AND ADJOINING COUNTIES  
  
Proposed Activities: 
 
Continue to work in close cooperation with U.S. Senators Feinstein and Boxer, 
members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, Metrolink, APTA and 
other key stakeholders to ensure that any federal funding provided for Positive Train 
Control takes into consideration commuter rail lines that dedicated significant local 
funds to meet the previous PTC deadline of December 2015 (the new federally 
mandated deadline is December 2018).  
 
GOAL #5:  ADDITIONAL PRIORITIES 
 
Proposed Activities:  
 
Aggressively advocate for the renewal of the alternative fuels excise tax credit; 
 
Work to extend the commuter tax benefit to remain at $230 per month for transit users; 
 
Work with Metro’s regional partners to advance career education and training programs 
that will ensure the needed workforce to operate and maintain our transit system is 
ready and available.   
 
Work to ensure that the U.S. Department of Transportation clarifies that ferryboat miles 
between mainland Los Angeles and Catalina Island are counted for purposes of Los 
Angeles County’s annual apportionment from the Section 5307 Urbanized Area Formula 
Program (UAFP); 
 
Work to support legislation that would allow public transit agencies to use a portion of 
their federal transit funding for day-to-day operating expenses; 
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Work to secure federal funds to advance Metro’s bicycle program, including but not 
limited to, bike stations near our transit stations. 


