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Street Safety Trends  
Update on Development of Metro Street Safety Policy 

 
 
Consequences of unsafe streets 
 
According to state data, 719 people were killed and 88,068 people were injured by vehicle 
collisions in LA County in 2019.1 Vehicle collisions are the fourth leading cause of premature 
death in the County, ahead of homicides, strokes, and lung cancer.2 This is due to the fact that 
collisions harm people of all ages. Crashes are in fact the leading cause of death for children 
aged 5-14, the second leading cause of death for ages 15-24 and the fourth leading cause of 
death for those 25-45.  
 
Deaths from collisions are also not equitably distributed. According to research by UCLA, Black 
people, who are 8.6 percent of Los Angeles City’s population, were 14.1 percent of those killed 
by collisions between 2013 and 2017.3 People experiencing homelessness in LA County were 16 
times more likely to die from transportation related causes than the general public, with 164 
deaths in 2019.4 329 of those killed across LA County in 2019 were walking or cycling.5 This 
represents 46% of those who lost their lives, a disproportionate number given that the walk 
and bike share of trips in LA County is approximately 15 percent for non-commute trips and just 
5 percent for commute trips.6  
 
During 2020, when there was significantly less driving, deaths from collisions in the City of Los 
Angeles were just three percent lower than in 2019. LADOT officials attribute this to a 
“pandemic of speeding” during times when fewer cars were on the road.7  
 
Pedestrian deaths in particular have increased in Los Angeles County and nationwide in recent 
years.8 Some likely causes of this rise are an increase in the size, height and engine power of 
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passenger vehicles, which contribute to more deadly vehicle-pedestrian collisions;9 driver 
distraction from smart phone use; increasing numbers of people experiencing homelessness 
who are likely to live near roadways;10 as well as relatively slow progress by jurisdictions in 
transforming the road grid in LA County into complete streets with infrastructure that is safe for 
all road users.11 
 
76 percent of Metro transit riders get to their first bus or train of the day by walking, and 
another 4 percent by bike or skateboard.12 The reality and perception of safe streets therefore 
can impact people’s willingness to use transit in addition to their willingness to use active 
transportation.  
 
Vision Zero strategies  
 
Vision Zero plans and policies are considered the best practice to reduce deaths and injuries 
from vehicle collisions. The core goal of Vision Zero is to eliminate roadway deaths, because 
society has an ethical obligation to ensure that people do not die when traveling. Vision Zero’s 
logic is that humans are not perfect, that mistakes can never be eliminated from transportation, 
and that therefore the best way to reduce harm is to design streets and vehicles in a manner 
that ensures that mistakes do not lead to deaths or serious injury. For example, making the road 
network into complete streets with safe space for all users (bus-only lanes, protected lanes for 
cycling, sidewalks and safe crosswalks, vehicle lanes) reduces conflict between larger, faster 
vehicles and vulnerable road users. Lower speed limits and streets physically designed to make 
speeding difficult also save lives by lowering the chance that a mistake and collision results in 
death or serious injury. Vision Zero strategies have also traditionally included strengthening 
enforcement of traffic laws. Increased inclusion of diverse and community-based perspectives 
have led street safety experts and practitioners to pursue a more nuanced approach that 
recognizes that increased law enforcement has a disproportionate impact on communities of 
color.13 
 
Vision Zero policies originated in Sweden in 1997, when the approach was adopted by that 
nation’s parliament. Its implementation resulted in a 60 percent reduction in roadway fatalities 
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between 2000 and 2019.14 Vision Zero policies have been successfully used elsewhere. In 2019, 
there were zero pedestrian or cyclist deaths in  
Helsinki, Finland and in Oslo, Norway, and no children younger than 16 died in vehicle crashes 
in all of Norway.15  LA County has ten million residents while these two cities each have fewer 
than 700,000; and neither place centered motor vehicles in their planning as strongly as greater 
LA did during the 20th century. Still, their success shows what can be accomplished when road 
design aims at safety for all.  
 
The City of Los Angeles adopted a Vision Zero plan in 2015 aiming for zero deaths by 2025;16 LA 
County’s 2019 Vision Zero plan seeks zero deaths on unincorporated County roads by 2035.17 
Since deaths and injuries are still high, Metro can play a useful role as partner to local 
jurisdictions towards the goal of making streets safer.  
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