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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL FORECAST UPDATE AND BASELINE
FOR THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

ACTION: RECEIVE AND FILE

RECOMMENDATION

RECEIVE AND FILE financial forecast update.

ISSUE

This report provides an update of the Financial Forecast for the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP), providing a financial baseline for the pending update of that plan.  Importantly, it illustrates
how existing commitments - coupled with key assumptions regarding investment priorities - impacts
Metro’s estimated capacity to deliver transportation services, projects and programs.  Attachment A
provides more detailed financial information to support the findings in this report. Key among those is
that while this baseline suggests that current commitments can be achieved-including operating the
existing transit system, addressing state of good repair projected needs, and honoring all Measure R
and M commitments as outlined in their respective Ordinances--, there are potential challenges
should major assumptions shift in the future.

DISCUSSION

BACKGROUND

The Financial Forecast (Forecast) provides a funding framework for operation and maintenance of
the Metro transportation system, as well as new capital financial commitments.  It includes
assumptions for all available resources and is prepared in accordance with the funding and timing
requirements in Metro's sales tax ordinances and Board policies, along with state and federal
regulations.  This Forecast is a part of the LRTP update and will provide a financial baseline for
evaluating different assumptions and the resulting impacts on our financial capacity.

This Financial Baseline forecast covers the 40-year period from FY 2018 through FY 2057.  It is
important to note that long-range forecasts are exactly that - estimates based on the best available
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information at the time the forecast is produced.  As such, it is expected to change as new
information is obtained.  The forecast does, however, provide valuable parameters to guide Board or
other formal actions representing financial commitments - for example adopted capital investment
programs, multiple or single year budgets, or grant approvals. A future recommended next step is to
develop a 10-year term investment program that would be adopted by the Board, informed by the first
10 years of the long-range financial forecast.

Prior Forecast

The Forecast is periodically updated and presented to the Board.  The Forecast presents Metro’s
long-range financial outlook for existing LRTP priorities and other Board-approved costs, which
supports the region’s Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, coordinated
by SCAG (Southern California Association of Governments, the region’s Metropolitan Planning
Organization).  The Forecast also supports the Transportation Improvement Program required for
federal funding access, as well as federal grant applications, such as the Capital Investment Grants
program (including New Starts).

The last Forecast update was presented to the Board in June 2016 (2016 Update), prior to the
adoption of Measure M, as an assessment of the impacts of the then potential ballot measure.  Since
that time, in addition to the passage of Measure M, there have been significant changes to the
assumptions included in the 2016 Update.  One such change, in addition to the passage of Measure
M, is the Road Repair and Accountability Act (2017, known as SB 1).  SB 1 is the first state gas tax
increase since 1994.

Key Financial Assumptions

In order to provide a financial baseline to the LRTP, the Forecast is built on core financial
assumptions, including priorities that align with the existing LRTP, as well as Metro policies related to
those commitments.  The LRTP priority commitments are summarized as follows:  1) Metro must fully
fund its operations and maintenance; 2) Metro must ensure an appropriate level of State of Good
Repair funding, especially as new federal regulations are still being implemented; and 3) Metro must
meet all of the commitments it has under Measures R and M.  Other commitments that need to be
funded were discretionary, priority-setting decisions made by the Board up until this particular
forecast was finalized (August 2017).

Ten-Year Snapshot

Because any funding forecast becomes less accurate over time, staff has provided a more detailed
assessment of financial capacity, for the first 10 years of the evaluation period.  Over the next ten
years, funding appears sufficient to meet all of our current, estimated system-wide operating and
capital commitments, on their existing planned schedules. The Forecast assumes Metro will continue
to operate the current level of bus service and an increasing level of rail and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
service, as new rail and BRT lines are opened.  It includes the wide range of capital projects and sub-
regional programs specified under Metro’s voter-approved ordinances.  Further, it includes the cost to
maintain and replace Metro's existing assets and future assets to support new rail and BRT lines.
The cost of these commitments requires that Metro strategically utilize existing and expected future
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local, state, and federal funding resources.  However, while SB 1 will help maintain these
commitments, there are some existing and potential challenges to this plan.  SB 1 is estimated to
provide as much as $5.9 billion of new funding for Metro over the next ten years.  While the increase
to state fuel taxes can offset estimated project and program costs, approximately half of the
estimated revenues is competitive, and therefore less dependable than funds distributed by formula
(Attachment A, page 9).

In this Forecast, there are no changes to federal funding assumptions, which currently estimate
approximately $11.9 billion in federal funds in the first ten years (page 11, Attachment A), almost half
of which is discretionary.  While this level of discretionary federal funding is consistent with Metro's
past grant awards, the current Administration does not presently support the Capital Investments
Grant programs (including Federal Transit Administration/FTA New Starts grants), which provides
$5.6 billion in the first ten years of the Forecast.  Additionally, proposed congressional appropriation
levels, while still pending, are lower than previously authorized under the FAST Act.

Ten-Year Snapshot - Costs

Since the 2016 Update, sales tax forecasts have been lowered due to slowing economic activity.  In
parallel, expanded commitments have been attached to Metro priority project and program areas.
The cost of major Metro capital projects has increased compared to previous estimates, and
additional capital projects have been approved.  Staff also notes those cost considerations not yet
included in the baseline, i.e., anticipated funding for potential large-scale projects currently under
evaluation for this ten-year period, such as electrification of the bus system or proposed operational
improvements to the Blue Line.

In addition to these capital expenses, there have been changes to the operating cost assumptions.
Rightsizing of transit service and/or fare structure is assumed in the Forecast to improve fare revenue
recovery.

State of Good Repair

The financial plan in the Forecast includes $36.3 billion in “state of good repair” replacement and
repair costs, based on the Metro Transit Asset Management database for existing assets in service,
as well as estimates for new infrastructure that will be placed in service in the future (Attachment A,
page 14).  This amount does not include a contingency amount.  A best practice is to provide for a
contingency.

LRTP Financial Capacity

All combined revenues are used to fully fund the assumed priority expenditures, as noted previously,
for the existing and expanded system (Attachment A, pages 16-17).  There is limited unassigned fund
and debt capacity in the baseline assumptions.  Specifically, the Forecast includes $41.0 billion of
sales tax- and grant-backed debt financing over forty years.  The future debt service is expected to
increase steadily over time to match the aggressive, proscribed project delivery schedule.  The
Forecast’s debt service is capped by Metro Debt Policy maximums.
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Using these assumptions, Measures R and M project and program delivery commitments can be
fulfilled under baseline assumptions, including projected inflationary impacts.  However, as there is
limited funding capacity, any addition of new projects or acceleration of existing projects or programs
will require one or more of the following trade-offs:

• Additional debt financing - if available;
• Cost offsets through innovations, scope changes, or delivery efficiencies;
• Reassessment of investment priorities; and/or
• New, unanticipated revenues.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The LRTP Financial Model is essential to the long-range planning activities of the agency to
maximize funding for Los Angeles County transportation projects and to manage project and system
costs over the 40-year planning horizon.

The Forecast’s financial plan is predicated on: a stable sales tax growth; containment of operating
and capital costs, including right-sized fare revenue; and reliable contributions from federal and state
funding partners.  Any significant loss in revenue or cost increases will likely require offsetting action,
such as application of cost containment policies or delay to capital project(s).

Impact to Budget

The LRTP Financial Model has no impact to the FY 2018 budget.

NEXT STEPS

Staff will continue to monitor and update the Financial Forecast as actual data are realized and
projections revised, including sales tax receipts; federal and state funding levels; any new Board-
approved projects; operating results; and the annual budget.

As part of the LRTP update, staff recommends preparation of financial scenarios and sensitivity
analyses that evaluate the impacts of alternative assumptions against the Forecast baseline.

Metro Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is in the process of preparing a 10-year budget.
Aligned with that effort, staff recommends a 10-year strategy (Short Range Transportation
Plan/SRTP) for approval by the Metro Board in June 2018 as part of the series of actions related to
the LRTP.  The SRTP would refine investment priorities for the near term, which is the most restricted
investment period as envisioned in the baseline forecast.  It would also provide mechanisms to
address the needs of unfunded or underfunded, large scale capital projects under consideration, as
well as create a framework to assess application of the acceleration/deceleration policy before the
Board for action next month.

ATTACHMENTS
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Attachment A - 2017 LRTP Update: The Baseline Financial Forecast

Prepared by: Craig Hoshijima, Senior Director, (213) 922-3982
Kalieh Honish, Executive Officer, (213) 922-7109
Manjeet Ranu, Senior Executive Officer, (213) 928-3157

Reviewed by: Therese W. McMillan, Chief Planning Officer, (213) 922-7077
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